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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 


United States of America, 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

$8,583 in U.S. Currency, 

Defendant. 


Civil Action No.: 


l:19-cv-309 (BKS/TWD) 


VERIFIED COMPLAINT FOR FORFEITURE IN REM 

The United States of America brings this verified complaint for forfeiture in rem against 
the above-captioned assets (the “defendant currency”) and alleges as follows: 

NATURE OF THE ACTION 

This is an action in rem brought pursuant to 21 U.S.C. § 881(a)(6) and Rule G of the 
Supplemental Rules for Certain Admiralty or Maritime Claims and Asset Forfeiture Actions. 
Forfeiture is sought of the defendant currency as money furnished or intended to be furnished in 
exchange for a controlled substance, proceeds traceable to such an exchange, or money used or 
intended to be used to facilitate a violation of 21 U.S.C. § 841. 

THE PARTIES 

1. Plaintiff is the United States of America. 

2. The defendant currency is $8,583, which is in the custody of the United States. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

3. This Court has subject matter jurisdiction over this action pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 


§§ 1345 and 1355. 
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4. This Court has in rem jurisdiction over the defendant currency pursuant to 28 
U.S.C. § 1355(b). 

5. Venue is proper in this district pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1355 and 1395. 

FACTS 

6. Michael Andrews is currently incarcerated for a felony drug-related offense. 

7. In July 2018, the Saratoga Springs Police Department (SSPD) executed a search 
warrant of an apartment unit that was then occupied by Michael Andrews. While executing the 
warrant, officers seized (among other things) more than 2.2 pounds of marijuana, two hydrocodone 
pills, three vials of concentrated cannabis, a stun gun, digital scales, drug paraphernalia, and more 
than $3,000 in U.S. Currency which is not at issue in this case. 

8. Michael Andrews subsequently moved to a home in Saratoga Springs with his 
mother and his mother’s boyfriend, Jeffery Scott. In September 2018, the SSPD executed a search 
warrant at Scott’s home for evidence of Michael Andrews’ drug sales. As officers approached the 
residence to execute the warrant, they observed Michael Andrews in the passenger seat of a car in 
the driveway selling marijuana. Michael Andrews was then placed under arrest. 

9. When officers approached the front door of Scott’s home to execute the warrant, 
Scott greeted them and stated: “You guys didn’t need a warrant, I would have let you inside myself 
to arrest the little bastard. The room you want to look at is Mikey’s room, and it’s in the basement. 
I was going to call you guys but I didn’t want to upset his mother, Linda. Mikey has never had a 
job and he sells drugs from my home, sometimes right in the driveway.” 

10. Officers seized from Michael Andrews’ bedroom (among other things) 
approximately 19 grams of cocaine that was separated into various containers and bags, 25 grams 
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of marijuana, nine oxycodone pills, and six hydrocodone pills. Some of the drugs were vacuum- 
sealed; some were loose and stored in boxes. 

11. Officers also seized from Michael Andrews’ bedroom the defendant currency. The 
majority of the money ($7,979) was separated into different envelopes that were locked in a safe 
that was bolted to the floor; the remainder of the money was inside a plastic bag that was concealed 
in an empty box in his bedroom closet ($540) and on his bed ($64). 

12. Officers secured the defendant currency and separated it from the drugs. A properly 
trained narcotics detection dog then positively alerted to the presence of the odor of drugs on the 
defendant currency found in Andrews’ safe and closet. 

13. On November 20, 2018, Michael Andrews pled guilty to Felony Criminal 
Possession of a Controlled Substance. He is currently serving a 30-month prison sentence. 

14. Michael Andrews’ brother, Steven Andrews, did not live in Scott’s home at the 
time of the search. Steven Andrews filed an administrative claim with the U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Administration for the defendant currency swearing, under penalty of perjury, that he owned the 
safe that was found in Scott’s home and that all of the defendant currency belonged to him. 

CONCLUSION 

15. The facts set forth above support a reasonable belief that the government will be 
able to meet its burden of proof at trial. Specifically, probable cause exists to believe that the 
defendant funds constitute: (a) money furnished or intended to be furnished by a person in 
exchange for a controlled substance in violation of the Controlled Substances Act; (b) proceeds 
traceable to such an exchange; or (c) money used or intended to be used to facilitate a violation of 


the Controlled Substances Act. 
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WHEREFORE, pursuant to Supplemental Rule G, plaintiff the United States of America, 
respectfully requests that the Court: 

(1) Issue a Warrant of Arrest In Rem, in the form submitted with this Complaint; 

(2) Direct any person having any claim to the defendant currency to file and serve their 
Verified Claims and Answers as required by 18 U.S.C. § 983(a)(4) and Supplemental Rule G; 

(3) Enter judgment declaring the defendant property to be forfeited and condemned to 
the use and benefit of the United States; and 

(4) Award such other and further relief to the United States as it deems proper and just. 

Dated: March 5, 2019 GRANT C. JAQUITH 

United States Attorney 

By: /s/Adam J. Katz 

Adam J. Katz 

Assistant United States Attorney 
Bar Roll No. 515310 
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VERIFICATION 


STATE OF NEW YORK 


) 

) ss: 

) 


COUNTY OF ALBANY 


John Guzek being duly sworn, deposes and states: 

I am an Investigator with the Saratoga Springs Police Department. I have read the 
foregoing Complaint for Forfeiture and assert that the facts contained therein are true to the best 
of my knowledge and belief, based upon knowledge possessed by me and/or on information 
received from other law enforcement officers. 

Dated thisZ2-day of February, 2019. 



(John Guzek, Investigator 
[Saratoga Springs Police Department 


Sworn to and subscribed before me this zL day of February, 2019. 



: ABBEY E TEMPLE 


NqtARY fUBLIC-STATE OF NEW YORK 
No, 01TE6223078 
Qualified In Saratoga County 


My CommiMlon Expires Qa-oi-2622 
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